
French SILP – Clarissa Eagle  
Intermediate-low to Intermediate-mid   
“La Diversité au sein des espaces: L’Environnement et le soi”   
 

Unit Theme 
 

Do we build our environments or do our environments build us?  
One element of how our environments “shape” us is, most obviously, the law: what it allows us to do and what it does not. 
 
 

Essential Question 
 

Quand est-ce qu’on doit enfreindre la loi et à quel but ? Une loi peut-elle déterminer quand il est admissible d’enfreindre la loi ?  
 
 

Modes 
 

Interpersonal, Interpretive Reading, Interpretive Listening, Presentational Speaking 
 
 

Materials 
 

Quotes on law from Larousse.fr (Sade, Montesquieu)  
News report on Mamoudou Gassama (Public senat)  
“Mamoudou Gassama: Marine Le Pen pour sa naturalisation”  (Le Figaro)  
 
 

Formative Assessment Strategies 
 

Immediate and High-Level (observations, solicitation of questions, Exit card) 



Objectives:  
 
Content  Language  Intercultural Competence  

 
 
SWBAT: Differentiate nuances in what is 
acceptable by law and what is not, and 
under which circumstances 

 
SWBAT: Restate secondhand information 
with appropriate use of tense (que + 
tense)  
 
SWBAT: Articulate the logical extreme of 
arguments about who is included in and 
excluded from lawful society (“si” clauses) 
 

 
SWBAT: Discern political stances and 
prejudices in the speech or writing of 
another person  
 
SWBAT: Recognize individual variations in 
perceptions of common principles, such as 
the law 
 

 
 
Procedures:  
 
Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 

 
Pre-activity 1: Three words associated with “law” 
Interpersonal speaking (15 min)  
 
Teacher greets students as they 
enter the classroom from break, 
addressing students individually 
if possible.  
 
 
 

Students come in and 
take a seat, engage with 
teacher as they feel 
inclined.  

3 min Greet students to 
maintain class 
cohesion and 
positive affect.  
  
 

Teacher takes mental 
notes: How are 
students responding? 
Do they seem 
engaged? Do you need 
to lighten the 
atmosphere?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

Teacher performs quick recap of course trajectory (teacher 
can move quickly as students already know this information): 
Comme vous le savez, on arrive bientôt à la fin de l’Unité 2 ! 
Dans cette unité on a étudié comment notre environnement 
peut limiter nos possibilités de vivre pleinement : 
l’infrastructure industrielle qui divise une communauté, le 
racisme structurel, le concept problématique de la fraternité 
en France.  
 

2 min 
 

Recap main ideas 
to give direction 
and reinforce 
coherence of class / 
lesson.  
 

Teacher watches faces 
and gauges interest 
and comprehension. 
Checks student buy-in 
after each idea, solicits 
their “ok” (in the form 
of gestures, words).   

Teacher asks : Qu’est-ce qui existe également dans 
l’environnement qui permet et/ou limite certaines expressions 
de soi ?  
 
Write on board student ideas and, if not already suggested by 
students, adds « La loi » 
 
 

10 min Student buy-in Teacher praises logical 
responses, gently 
prods illogical 
responses with 
additional questions. 
Repeats directions or 
question again 
differently, as needed.  
 

Teacher asks students to make a 
list in their notebooks of three to 
five words that they associate 
with « La loi », compare these 
words with a partner, then share 
out to the class.   

Students compare words 
with a partner and discuss 
where the associations 
diverge.  
 

Recognize 
individual 
variations in 
perceptions of 
common principles; 
practice statement 
of personal opinion 
(tonic pronouns + 
“je 

Teacher circulates, 
asks follow-up 
questions to pairs of 
students. Helps isolate 
and interrogate 
differences in opinion, 
explore what these 
differences say about 
how each student 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

pense/crois/trouve 
que…”: recycled 
material from past 
lessons)  
 

understands the law. 

Pre-activity 2: Two citations about the law 
Interpersonal speaking, Interpretive reading (20 min)  
 
Teacher writes on board two 
quotations re: the law. Asks half 
the class to brainstorm with a 
partner what “silence” refers to 
in quotation #1. To the other half 
of class: what might “âme” refer 
to in quotation #2?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students brainstorm with 
a partner.  
 
Possible student 
responses / questions:  

Quotation #1 
S’il y a un “silence” des 
lois, ça peut vouloir dire 
qu’il n’y a plus de loi ? Les 
lois sont-elles opposées à 
l’action ?  

Quotation #2 
Si on cherche l’âme des 
lois, est-ce qu’on cherche 
‘l’esprit’ des lois ? Qu’est-
ce que l’esprit des lois ?   
 
 

10 min Student buy-in, 
interpretive warm-
up  
 

Circulate to gauge 
engagement and listen 
for correct use of 
language tools studied 
so far in class. Remind 
students of the use of 
these tools as 
necessary (for ex, that 
they know how to 
express conditions with 
“si”).  
Students may also not 
think to use the futur 
simple after “s’il y a 
une ‘silence’ des lois”, 
though this has been 
studied: model present 
+ future if students 
stick to present + 

Two 
quotation
s sourced 
from 
Larousse.f
r:  
 
1. 
C'est dans 
le silence 
des lois 
que 
naissent 
les 
grandes 
actions. 

-Marquis 
de Sade  



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

 
 

present.   
 

 
2. 
Ce n'est 
point le 
corps des 
lois que je 
cherche, 
mais leur 
âme. 
-
Montesq
uieu 
 
 
 

Teacher asks students to switch 
partners: speak with someone 
who did not study the same 
quote and share interpretations.  
 
Then: Would you come up with 
the same interpretations? Why 
or why not?  
 
Conclude with volunteer share-
out to class.  

Students find a partner 
who did not interpret the 
same quote and share 
interpretations; negotiate 
meanings / 
interpretations; present 
interpretations to class on 
volunteer basis.  

10 min 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Encourage diversity 
of interpretations 
and negotiation of 
meaning.  

Listen for opportunities 
to use language tools 
studied so far in class 
(si clauses, 
interrogative forms, 
negations) and scaffold 
those when students 
do not think to use 
them (via questions, 
recasts, elicitation) or 
do not use them 
correctly.  

During activity 1: Mamadou Gassama, video 
Interpersonal speaking, Interpretive listening (20 min)  
 
Teacher transitions, all class solicitation: Y a-t-il un rapport 
avec ‘les grandes actions’ dont parle Sade dans la citation et 
l’action de Gassama ? 
  

10 min 
 
 

Recall previous 
night’s homework; 
transition to next 
activity. 
 

 Public 
Senat 
news 
report on 
Mamoudo



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

Teacher cues up the news report 
(homework from previous night).  

Students offer details 
from / resume of the 
report. 

Check-in, all-class 
verification of main 
events in news 
report. 
 
 

 u 
Gassama 
from 
5/28/18 
 

Teacher plays the news report 
one time for class without 
interruption. 
 

Students watch, recall 
general train of events.   

To recall main ideas 
from previous 
night’s homework. 

Teacher plays the news report a second time, periodically 
stopping the broadcast for comprehension checks:  

(0:00-0:06) Le narrateur a dit que Gassama _____________ ? 
(était visiblement intimidée et se présentait aux journalistes 
dans la cour de l’Élysée)  

(0:06-0:20) EM a demandé à Gassama _________________ ? 
(Si Gassama avait revu l’enfant depuis ce jour-là) 

(0:20-0:30) Un enfant __________________ ? (était suspendu 
dans le vide sous les regards impuissants des passants) 

(0 :57) : Où est le discours indirect ? Quels étaient les propos 
originaux ? (Attention, il n’y a qu’une seule réponse selon les 
règles du discours indirect !) 
 

Verification of 
supporting details 
from news report, 
explicit reminding 
of students to use 
language tools 
recently studied 
(indirect discourse 
and tense changes) 

Listen for accurate 
general 
comprehension and 
correct use of 
structures studied. 
Model appropriate 
structures as 
necessary. 

Teacher corrects comprehension and language errors via 
elicitation, all-class solicitation, questions, recasts. Can write 

Recognition of gaps 
in content / 

Are some students not 
offering responses, or 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

correct responses on board, underlining the change in tense.   language 
knowledge 

not seeming to 
understand errors? If 
so, take additional time 
to work in partners, or 
find those students 
during activity X to 
check-in.  
 

Teacher asks: Pour les immigrés 
qui sont comme Gassama en 
France et qui “rasent toujours les 
murs” – non pas dans le sens de 
grimper les murs, mais rester 
discret –, quelle leçon peuvent-ils 
tirer de cette histoire ?  
 
Avec un partenaire, écrivez ces 
« leçons » dans la forme 
d’hypothèses : « Si on… on 
sera… »  
 

Students write one or two 
lessons that one may 
draw from this story with 
a partner.  

10 min This exercise 
should hit home 
the exceptional 
character of the 
action. (There may 
not be many logical 
“lessons” to be 
drawn, for the 
average person!)  
 
Language objective: 
to recycle “si” 
clauses with 
present + future (to 
be taken up again 
in final activity) 
 

Listen for correct 
expression of 
hypotheses as well as 
grounding in text. If 
students having 
trouble coming up with 
“lessons”, encourage 
them to explore why.  

 

Teacher encourages share-out. 
During share-out, cue up image 
of Therese Patricia Okoumou, 
Congolese woman who climbed 
the Statue of Liberty on this 4th of 
July.  

Students share out with 
the class. They may voice 
frustration that one main 
lesson is “be a 
superhero!”  

Watch for correct use 
of restrictions when 
students speak about 
the educational limits 
of this story.  
 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

Teacher flashes on screen image 
of Okoumou climbing the Statue 
of Liberty.  
 
Teacher asks students to make 
comparisons between 
Okoumou’s actions and 
Gassama’s.  
 

Students discuss first with 
a partner before sharing 
out to class. They may 
present these 
comparisons:  
- Climbing 
- Saving children … 
- But her actions are 
illegal? 

To articulate and 
question nuances 
in what is 
acceptable by law 
and what is not.  
 
Language objective: 
to recycle 
comparisons and 
negations 
(previously studied) 
 

Listen for correct 
expression of 
comparisons and 
negations 

Google 
Slides: 
pictures of 
Therese 
Patricia 
Okoumou 
climbing 
statue 

Teacher asks whether Gassama’s story is “legal” (general 
solicitation)  
Can offer additional scaffolding:  
- Grimper les batiments: OK? 
- Naturaliser un immigrant en situation irrégulière (donc hors 
loi): OK?  
 
 
 

To articulate and 
question nuances 
in what is 
acceptable by law 
and what is not.  
 

Listen for connector 
words expressing 
contradictions (mais, 
alors que) 

During activity 2: Le Pen, article 
Interpersonal speaking, Interpretive reading, Interpretive listening (40 min) 
 
Teacher puts Figaro article on display and flashes to 
comments at bottom of article. Elicits summaries of main 
ideas (comments only).  

5 min 
 
 

Increase context of 
Gassama story and 
explore public 

Teacher may perform 
an additional quick all-
class comprehension 

“Marine 
Le Pen 
pour…”, 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

reactions to it.  check of comments by 
highlighting with 
mouse “aurait dû être 
renvoyé” (previously 
studied construction). 
 
Teacher may also elicit 
observations re: 
missing accents in 
comments. 
 

Le Figaro  

Students offer circumlocutions and interpretations of main 
ideas, grammatical corrections. 

Recycling 
previously studied 
language structures 

Teacher elicits Le Pen’s take on 
the Gassama story, as it is 
presented in main body of the 
article 
 

Students work in partners 
to isolate Le Pen’s main 
arguments in the article 
and then share out 
 

10 min Focus on literal 
comprehension 

Listen for correct use 
of indirect discourse: 
Elle a dit que Gassama 
méritait… 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

Teacher asks, Même en disant 
que ‘Oui, Macron a raison’, Le 
Pen réussit à communiquer sa 
propre position politique. 
Comment? 
 
Teacher models a simple 
discourse analysis of Le Pen’s 
statements and asks students to 
continue this in partners.  
 
1er paragraphe: Quel est le sujet? 
De quoi parle-t-elle le plus ? Y a-t-
il des descripteurs qui trahissent 
ses convictions politiques ?  
 
Write on board and elicit 
explanations:  
 
Objectification – “tous ceux”, 
Association - “notre territoire” 
Prescription – “Il faut que les 
comportements inadmissibles 
soient sanctionnés…”   
 
Le Pen est très douée pour la 
communication des messages 
subtils qui renforcent ses 
convictions politiques, même 
quand elle est censée parler 
d’autre chose 
 

Students answer 
teacher’s leading 
questions and then 
continue to discuss similar 
instances of persuasive, 
non-neutral language in 
pairs.   

10 min Transition to ICC 
objectives: focus on 
rhetorical style and 
inferential 
comprehension 

Teacher circulates, 
checks for 
understanding, asks 
students follow-up 
questions to their 
conclusions 
 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

Teacher distributes highlighters, asking students to mark non 
neutral language, persuasive strategies  

10 min To discern political 
stances and 
prejudices in the 
speech or writing 
of another  
 
To increase 
awareness of 
tactics of 
persuasion in 
political discourse 
 

Teacher circulates, 
takes notes, asks one-
on-one follow-up 
questions to individual 
pairs 

 

All class share-out, discussion 
 
 
 

5 min Verification of main 
ideas and recycling 
of important 
language structures 
(to be used in 
following activity) 
 

Teacher listens, 
highlights accurate 
take-aways, corrects 
misinformation heard 
during peer work 

During Activity 3: Refutations and logical extremes 
Interpretive Reading, Presentational speaking (30 min) 
 
Teacher: Alors, on va pratiquer quelques-unes de ces 
stratégies de la persuasion pendant qu’on explore plus 
profondément les conséquences de l’exclusion ou de l’inclusion 
par la loi 
 

10 min Introduction of 
summative task 
that will guide 
learners to dig 
deeper into 

 Activity 
sheet: 
collection 
of 
statement



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

content ideas while 
putting to use 
language tools 
(indirect discourse, 
expression of 
consequences, 
persuasive 
strategies) studied 
up to now.  
  

s from 
Macron, 
Le Pen, 
Rokhaya 
Diallo etc. 
on the 
subject of 
law and 
legal 
inclusion/
exclusion 
of the 
other  
 

Teacher distributes activity 
sheet. 
 
 

Pairs of students read the 
activity sheet and verify 
literal comprehension 
with each other and 
teacher. 
 
 

Ensure that 
students have the 
necessary literal 
understanding of 
content to 
effectively 
participate in 
activity. 
 

Teacher circulates, 
asks and answers 
questions. 

After teacher is sure that 
students have the correct literal 
comprehension of quotations on 
activity sheet, gives directions:  
 
Students will refute one of ideas 
presented on the sheet by taking 
the idea to its logical extreme. To 

Students listen to 
directions, check own 
comprehension. 

Ensure that 
students 
understand the 
purpose and 
objective of activity  

 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

do so, students will want to use a 
combination of the language 
tools studied in class up to this 
point: 

(1) Indirect discourse 
(“Macron dit que… mais si 
tout le monde pensait de 
la même manière, …) 

(2) “Si” structures to present 
logical consequences 
(“…si tout le monde 
pensait de la même 
manière…)  

 
Students may also choose to 
employ persuasive strategies 
used by Le Pen (objectification, 
alignment, etc.) 
 
Teacher gives partners 10 
minutes to prepare; says that 
students can either act out the 
refutation in front of the class or 
remain at their seat.  
 

Students prepare 
refutation with a partner. 

15 min To dig deeper into 
content ideas while 
putting to use 
language tools 
studied up to now. 
 
 

Teacher circulates to 
give help with language 
tools, check logic of 
refutations. 

Student presentations  15 min   Teacher listens, points 



Actions  Time  Purpose(s)  Formative assessment Text 
 

 out strong areas and  
areas for development.  
 
Teacher writes on 
board  students’ 
correct uses of 
language tools (“si…”, 
etc.) studied in class, 
complements their 
accurate use in 
context.  
 

Post-activity: L – O – I, associations de mots (10 min) 
 
Teacher writes on board the 
letters “L”, “O”, “I” and asks 
students to say out loud 
words they associate with “la 
loi” beginning with each 
letter: “L”, then “O”, etc.  
 

Students throw out words 
beginning with “L”, then “O” 
etc., on the theme of the law.  

10 min Putting a cap on 
the class, deciding 
which ideas are 
important enough 
to take away, 
recycling language 
structures used in 
class today.  
 

Teacher makes notes: 
what ideas are 
students taking away 
with them? Which 
ideas need to be 
revisited? Can they use 
the language tools 
studied today in 
spontaneous 
discourse? Which tools 
need to be revisited in 
future classes? 
 

 


