
Unit Example: Opportunity and Inequality in Education

Thematic Unit Plan

Contextual Information

Language Korean

Student Grade/Age 20–30 years old

Student Proficiency
Level

Intermediate High

Timing 4 lessons, 60 minutes per lesson

Content Nucleus

Theme Opportunity and Inequality in Education

Essential Questions ● Why do some people have opportunities in education, and
other people don’t?

● What exacerbates this inequality, and what will happen in
the future if the problem continues?

● How can we give more chances for education to people
who don't have a chance to learn?

Enduring
Understandings

● People with different backgrounds (e.g., countries,
wealthiness) have different educational opportunities.

● Problems such as social, gender, and racial inequality; war;
and starvation are taking away educational opportunities. If
these problems persist, there will be more economic gaps
and other serious results.

● Some governments and educational organizations create
programs to increase opportunity and equality in education.

Summative IPA Prompts ● Interpretive Task:
Read this passage. You will have ten minutes to read, then
complete the comprehension guide.

● Interpersonal Task: Give your opinion on one of the
following questions based on the information in the article
and feedback from the instructor. Then, ask for your
partner's opinion, and come up with one to two solutions to
the problem (ten to fifteen minutes).

○ In developing countries, many students give up
their studies. What makes them give up studying?

https://www.hankyung.com/international/article/2020062380567


○ According to the writer, educational inequality
intensified as COVID-19 became more serious. Do
you agree? Why or why not?

○ In the USA, is there any inequality in education?
● Presentational Task: Make an informational speech with a

partner. Your presentation should be related to opportunity
and inequality of education. Below are some example
topics that you can consider; of course, you can choose
another topic if it is related to inequality. Each pair will have
six minutes total for their presentation: two minutes for
each of the students to speak (in total four minutes), and
then two minutes for Q&A. Each person should pick one
topic, and partners’ topics should be different from each
other. Please prepare visual aids (e.g., PowerPoint,
poster).
Sample topics:

○ Your own experience
○ Friend or family’s experience
○ To overcome inequality problems, what can people,

society, and countries do?
○ Connecting the problem with current events (e.g.,

war, COVID-19)
○ Your own personal response (real or anticipated) to

a situation like this
○ Potential results of continued inequality

Content and Language Integrated Architecture

Skills Goals ● Give their own opinion about the problems related to
inequality in education

● Discuss their opinions with other students about inequality
in education

● Make suggestions about solutions for inequality in
education

● Give a short presentation about inequality in education

Knowledge Goals ● Vocabulary to discuss inequality in education and related
issues

● Grammar structures used for comparing and contrasting
(e.g., A보다 더 [more (verb/adjective/adverb) than A])

● Modal verbs used for discussion and conversation
● The various causes for inequality of education
● Expressions about education and economic gap
● Locations to look for more information about the topic



● Real-world examples of inequalities in education

● Observations: Observe and listen closely to students when
they are working in plenary and in small groups. Pay
attention to students’ responses to the questions posed to
get an idea of their understanding of the topics and note
specific utterances that can be used to provide delayed
feedback, either individually or as a group. Take note of
some good answers from students, as well as some
common mistakes that students made over three times.

● Homework assignments: Check that students have
uploaded files that show their review or working process.

● Exit tickets: Check what students write about the class.

First Lesson Plan

Objective

SWBAT describe their initial perceptions of inequality in education

Procedures

Opening Activities
(5 minutes)

● Welcome students to class and ask if anyone has news or
announcements to share (chit-chat).

● Share the lesson’s objectives and agenda.

Main Activities
(47 minutes)

● Present the unit’s essential questions (Why do some
people have opportunities in education, and other people
don’t? What exacerbates this inequality, and what will
happen in the future if the problem continues? How can we
give more chances in education to people who can’t get a
chance to learn?). Ask students why they think it’s
important to answer these questions and listen to a few
volunteers share out. (5 minutes)

● Tell them to pay attention to the reasons surrounding
women’s rights in the African education system. Give them
one minute to look over the keyword bank and tell them
that they will need to listen for the keywords in the video. (3
minutes)

● Review keyword bank (see Appendix A) and answer any
questions. Tell students they will watch a video that uses
some of the keywords. (5 minutes)

● Show this two-minute video, asking students to listen for
the main idea.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E3FHU9CP1wY


● Present questions related to the main idea of the video
(e.g., what is the biggest cause of the inequality of
education? What can we do as future language teachers?)
for students to think about during the second watch. (The
questions will be used in the next activity.) Show the video
one more time and have students think about the main idea
of the video. (3 minutes)

● Tell students to choose one of the questions and write their
answer to the question on a Post-It note. Have them put
the Post-It on the board (for an in-person class). (6
minutes)

○ If it is in online class, use the white board/note
functions on Zoom.

○ Teacher looks at students’ opinions on the Post-Its
and groups similar answers together (e.g., two
people wrote about poverty, one person wrote about
war). (1 minute)

○ Students discuss their answers with classmates
who wrote similar answers on their Post-It. (7
minutes)

● Put students in small groups or breakout rooms to discuss
each question that the teacher asked (what is the biggest
cause of the inequality of education? What can we do as
future language teachers?). Each group discusses two
different questions (mix the students). (10 minutes)

● Have students who want to volunteer to share their groups’
opinions. (5 minutes)

Closing Activities
(8 minutes)

● Exit ticket: have students write one thing they learned, one
word they remember the most from the class, and what
they want to focus on next week.

● Explain to the students that this activity was meant to get
them thinking about the unit’s overarching topic of inequity
in education and ask them what they took away from the
class.

● Display the unit’s essential questions again and tell them
we will try to find the answer for the next few classes.

● Explain the homework.
● If students are curious, explain about the second-day

lesson plan roughly.

Homework



Listen to the videos again and write or record five sentences by using words from the keyword
bank.

Appendix A: Keyword Bank

이름:                                                 반:

번호
(No.)

단어(word) 뜻 (meaning) 문장 (sentence)

1 동등하다 equal, equivalent 동등한 기회를 가지다
(have equal opportunity)

2 교육 education 교육을 받다

3 조혼 early marriage 조혼을 많이 하다

4 출산 childbirth, birth 이번이 첫 출산이다

5 무릅쓰다 risk 위험을 무릅쓰다

6 부족하다 be short of 돈이 부족하다

7 권리 right(s) (to) 나는 학생의 권리가 있다

8 신축하다 build, erect 학교를 신축하다

9 되찾다 regain, take (get, win) back 돈을 되찾다

10 사망률 mortality 사망률이 낮다

11 현저히 markedly, noticeably, remarkably 물건이 현저히 많다

12 빈곤 poverty 빈곤하게 살다

13 소득 income 소득이 적다

14 불평등 inequality 불평등이 심각하다 (serious)

15 성차별 sexism 성차별을 당하다
(be sexually discriminated)

16 여아 children of female sex (여자아이) 여아 수가 적다

17 대처하다 handle, deal with 불평등에 대처하다

18 지원하다 support 아이들을 지원하다

https://en.dict.naver.com/#/entry/enko/f994d0d848834a43bb82b2455339e09d

